Challenge

Rhyme and Sign Story Book Support

EYFS Area

Primary Curriculum Link

Glue Ear & Temporary Hearing
Loss (8 in 10 under 10 years old)

Visual and kinaesthetic cues support communication
when hearing is impaired

Communication & Language,
PSED

English (speaking/listening),
PSHE

Children who are Deaf or Hard of
Hearing

BSL supports accessible communication, inclusion, and
early understanding of language

Communication & Language,
PSED, Understanding the World

English, PSHE, Citizenship

Children with SEND / Speech
Delay (1in 5)

Reinforces vocabulary, meaning, and emotional
expression through signs

Communication & Language,
PSED, Literacy

English, SEN Support, PSHE

EAL / Multilingual Learners

Sign acts as a language bridge, reinforcing spoken
language through visuals & actions

Communication & Language,
Understanding the World

English, Modern Languages

Inclusion & Belonging

Signing helps create accessible, emotionally safe
spaces where every child can take part

PSED, Understanding the World

PSHE, Citizenship

Differences & Diversity
(Neurodiversity, Physical
Differences)

Helps children understand and communicate about
difference in positive, empowering ways

PSED, Understanding the World

PSHE, Citizenship

Low Vocabulary & Language Gaps
(esp. post-pandemic)

Repetition, rhyme, signs and stories boost vocabulary
retention and usage

Communication & Language,
Literacy

English

Behaviour linked to
communication difficulties

Signing reduces frustration, supports expression and
emotional regulation

PSED, Communication &
Language

PSHE, Behaviour Management

Lack of confidence with early
literacy

Signing builds fine motor skills, memory, narrative
structure and enjoyment of books

Literacy, Physical Development

English, Handwriting, Reading

Pressure to show measurable
progress

Supports multiple ELGs including Language, Literacy,
and PSED

All Prime Areas

English, PSHE, SEN
documentation
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